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Who and Where

• Every spring, hams in Orange County organize an outdoor day in the park 
where they operate radios, find hidden transmitters and eat lots of good food

• The annual "Antennas In The Park" (AITP) event was organized by the Fullerton 
Radio Club

• This year, AITP took place at Hillcrest Park in Fullerton on Saturday, May 5 

Pg 3



The Antenna build

• Saturday morning, Marvin Johnston KE6HTS conducted a clinic for building his kits for measuring-
tape yagis with 90 dB offset-type attenuators  

• Included an assembled/tested attenuator in a special housing that goes inside the boom of a 3 
element yagi antenna

• If you want one or more kits, you registered by sending e-mail to marvin@west.net, he reserved 
the kit in your name brought them to the event

• It took about an hour to put the antenna and attenuator kits together with tools and soldering 
irons he provided.  If you're not an electronic technician, not to worry, there were plenty of 
experts to help you

• Then with your HT and the kit-built equipment, you will be all set to hunt
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How the antenna works

• Connect and tune your HT to the transmitter frequency.  Squelch can be on or off. Turn on the 
offset device, dial clockwise for zero frequency off-set, sweep the yagi, listen for the transmitter 
signal, locate the center of the Yagi sweep. Tune the offset, so that the yagi sweep angle is 
reduced, walk towards the signal, continue to increase the offset and continue to walk towards 
the maximum signal.

• Some radios (Baofeng) front end saturates when you get too close, so you have trouble in the 
last 10 ft or so, depending on output power.

• Other directional antenna have attenuators, not Frequency offset devices

• For $165 you can by a fancy digital tuner – attenuates, shows signal strength and provides 
continuous audio   
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The Hunt

• 3 easy to find 2 meter transmitters for training and antenna testing

• 5 fox ARDF course – 1 transmitter went bersek, jammed the others, 40 acre course in the hills

• One 80 meter transmitter – 350 ft away

• VIP ribbon-cutting for the new fountain, so parking was hard to come by
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Results
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More Info
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• Joe Moell K0OV

• www.homingin.com 
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Questions?
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Backup slides 

Pg 11



The Hunt

• Hilly 40 acres course
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